
Communication skills in English: Written and Oral 
Expression (modules I and II) 

 

Course Description 

 

Module I  Oral Expression. 
The three main kinds of academic speaking activities that students will be involved in 
are: 

� Oral presentations. 
� Formal Seminars 
� Group discussions 

Speaking in academic contexts is becoming increasingly important as teaching 
methods change, often resulting in more team-work, joint projects and collaborating 
in research and development.  It is therefore important to try to be more aware of what 
is involved in a seminar or group activity and to learn some of the interactional 
language that is used in these contexts. It is essential to practise giving presentations 
and taking part in discussions on a variety of academic topics. 

On this course you will learn about: 

� Giving a presentation - the structure of presentations, introducing the topic, 
stating your purpose, sequencing, sign-posting, describing similarities and 
differences, comparing and contrasting, describing visual aids, summarising 
and concluding. 

� The purpose of seminars - listening and note-taking. 
� Group work – participating in, controlling and leading a discussion, changing 

the subject, moving on, interrupting politely, asking questions, asking for more 
information/clarification, stating a point of view, supporting your view, 
agreeing and disagreeing, challenging and commenting, making suggestions 
and coming to a conclusion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Module II Academic Writing Skills  

Your written assignments may include all different types of text such as research 
papers, reports, articles and essays, each with their own organisation and layout.  

On this course you will learn how to:  

Write an Investigative Project or Report. 

� Introducing your work 
� Describing methods 
� Reporting results 
� Discussing findings 
� Writing conclusions 

Structure an Essay. 

� Learn the key features of a problem-solution or opinion-led piece of writing 
� Use an appropriate academic register using key nouns, verbs, adjectives, 

adverbs and word combinations. 
� Create cohesion and link your ideas in a logical way 
� Construct noun phrases instead of clauses (a useful way to express complex 

ideas) 
� Utilize an impersonal style and passive verb construction in critical writing. 
� Build a vocabulary bank/glossary 
� Reference and cite correctly 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


